PREFACE
A philosopher once said that bis heart was in the past,
his body in the present, and his soul in the future, ft is the
pride in our past and hope in our future that has given me
inspiration to write this book.
For centuries the world has been made tjo accept the theory that
Columbus discovered America, What Columbus really did was to
're-discover' America (for Europe), which was known tio the Hindus,
the Mongols, the Melanesians and other Asiatic peoples for thousands
of years.
When Columbus re-discovered the 'New World' in 1492 and
found himself among the strange-looking people, whose description
resembled those of the people of India,1 he called them Indies. He
named them Indians, because he thought he had reached India. They
ire still called Indians, though the name is sometimes qualified by
the words American, Mexican, Peruvian, etc. The American Indians
ire also at times designated Red Indians, despite the fact that their
:omplexion is more brown than red and they resent being called Red
[ndians. (I know it from personal friends among them)*
These Indians were the earliest inhabitants of America. But
vhere did they come from? What is their origin? Some say that
iiey were the descendants of the Lost Tribes of Israel, others hold
hat they came from Asia in pre-historic times. No less than two
lozen theories have been propounded in this connection.
My thesis is that the ancient civilisations (whether Astecs, Maya
>r Inca) of the two Americas owe their origin to the Hindu culture
>f India. The citations from the works of authorities of recognised
nerit and the record of my own personal observations of the life and
:ustoms of the Indians, which I have given in the present book, will
>rove that my thesis is correct!* Eminent research workers like Hewitt,
Mackenzie, Tod, Pococke, Mrs. Nuttal and others have collected
Jenty of data which go to show that the ancient American civilisa-
ions were influenced by Hindu culture and that the Sttrya-Vanshi
Children of the Sun) rulers of India established kingdoms in Asia,
Europe and America. Hindus were great colonisers, toders and
dventurers. It is interesting to study the mighty impulses that led
hem notj only to establish contacts with the inhabitants of the
emotest parts of the world but also to migrate and settle down there*
s
'"As is evident from the pictures in this book,